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Arkansas

Dffice of Environmental Justice, Trikad and International Affairs

2017 EJd Small Grant Announcemant - Arkansas: OEJTIA stalf participated in the 2017 EJ
Small Grant Announcement for Arkansas interfaith Power and Light (AIPL) on November 15,
2017, in Little Rock. AIPL was awarded a $30,000 EJ Small Grant to conduct a Sustainable
Gulf-Sufficiency Community Model projest. The project will involve anergy efficiency cutraach,
organic gardening demonstrations, food distribution activities, and cutdonr snwvironmental
aducation workshops. Representatives from the City of Little Rock and the office of Rep.
Franch Hill were also in atendance. EJ Small Grants provide assislance o community-based
arganizations to address environmental and public health lasues. Tha grants support EPA
Strategic Plan Goal 2 - Cooperative Faderalism and Objactive 2.2 - Increase Transparency
and Public Participation. Contacts: Japhst Cruz-Diaz, 214-863-3178, and Tressa Tillman, 214-
863-2261.

Enforcement Division

Community Maeting in Crosset!, Arkansas regarding Georgia-Pacific: On Dacember 14,
2017, EPA Region & Enforcement stalf and management attended a public mesting in
Crosselt, Arkansas whers they presentad the rasults of their S-maonth hydrogen sulfide air
monitoring study. The monitoring study evaluated hydrogen sulfide emissions from the
Georgia-Pacific paper mill's wastewater treatment system and the impacts on the community,
The Arkansas Department of Environmental Guallty (ADEQ) hosted the meeting to receive
cammaernts on savaral State air and wastewatar permitting actions at the facility. ADEQ invited
the Region fo attend fo present ouwr study's findings. Georgla-Pacific presented their
wasiewater treatment improvemeant projects and ongoing monitoring. The Arkansas
Department of Health also altended. Contact: Sarah Frey, 214-665-6489.

Bultimedia Division
Undates?
Buperfund Division

Updates?

ED_004042_00002035-00003



Pg. [ Page # [ STYLEREF "Heading 17
0#]

«:::& Hﬁﬁﬂfﬁrkw Gk

¥

Hops fron and Metal Removall The MHope rona

was operated as a salvege yard during the 188 as3ed

transformers, Sabe

speraions nchudad i’:-urram-:; msulation materizads off of copper wiring,

storing cutdated slechina! ranstformers with PCE-containing off, and draining of the off d

onie the ground prios 1o sorapping and seliing the metal The sits is spproximately 2.5 acres in
wd in the Hels,

stz and |

ingated in @ residential arse. The facilily was abando

Tha Arkansas Departmeant of Envirenm ¢ (ADEG determined that the abarndoned

aromatic

ontained heavy metal, potvehiorinated biphernds (POBS) and polyny
hycﬁ arbons (PAMs) The EFA removal assessmeant idertiflad various polential sontaminants-
s, The EPA defer

ance of contaminated solf on site and its accessibility

of-cuncem (000} at the site and at tw

thare was g hoalth threat dus to the pre

somsullation with the ,&\gem\i for Tods Sobslances and
{ATSRE), EPA developed nleanup levels for the ale’s QOCs; andimany, cadmium,
ERA soordinaled with reprase

fa ranitends 1o educats the

contaminants found at the site and to discuss options for testing chilldren for blood lead ey

Qg blvod izad festing was complets the ADM retirnad fo the sits o help sxplizin the teg

HRE

itz o parents,

EEA mobifized
ties, the BFA mel with Cily of Hope's Clty Manager io inform her of planned site

Frior fo itiatior

o the site on May 8, 2017, 1o nibate cleanup activ

remaval goth
activilies., The meeling alse visided useful information on best &

saporiation routes for hoavy

equipmaent and disposal rucks to acress th s, avoiding roads not rated for o

as wall ag bypassing residentlad areas, During the summer of 2017, EPA excavatad

spproximately 14,000 tons of cortaminated soil from §

residential propariies. EFA's reamoval soibvities ware severaly hamperad by heavy rains which

fnundated the site. To lesaen the impact of wet o

board road pallets to enabls the continuation of js»,e(zz'is;‘: Comented [CRLE mt Sire Hinderatani o this helpe

Loveitone wet oo

L§

Remova! activilies were complieted on August 4, 2017, Cortamingted soll was bansporied

wifate 1o the Waste Corporation of Americas Landfill disposal faciity in B Dorado, Arkansas.

returned the site o its orignal grade and s g activities ware

aivt e, ncluding hydro se

ding of aresy diatrbed an o rosull of site

antivities. Fost restoration activities included touring the site with the City of Hope publis works

ED_004042_00002035-00004



Pg. [ Page # [ STYLEREF "Heading 17
0#]

e 68 Eﬂamrws 66

official tn ensure site drainage was re-established snd any damags I ails or oty rosds was

o

ropaired. EPA afivoated approdimately 31,75 millon fur the remavel aperations.
Water Quaality Division

Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality, Clean Water Act, Section 108 Funds
Avearded: On July 21, 2017, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) was
awarded an additional $502,250 under the Clean Water Act (CWA), Saction 108 for a fotal of
$2,080,000 in Federal funding for FY 17, The rant was malled to ADEQ on July 28, 2017, afler
the reguired Congressional Netification period. These funds are provided to assist ADEQ in the
management of the State’s base water quality program for FY 17, Contact: Arlene Gaines,
214-685-7143.

The Arkansas Natural Resources Commission Recaivas Nonpoint Source Program
Funds: The Water Division awarded 53,182,000 in Fiscal Year 2017 funds fo the Arkansas
MNatural Resources Commission to support the state’s nonpoint source poliution prevention
program. These funds are awarded under the authority of Section 318 of the Clean Watar Acl.
This program supports the Arkansas Nonpoint Source (NPE} Pollution Management Plan and
will be performed in Priority Watarsheds as defined by the State of Arkansas. The activities
include watershed planning, Best Management Practice implementation, waler qualily
monitoring for baseline and post-implementation data, education and outreach activities.
Contacts: Melisaa Benfer, 214-885-8423; and Curry Jones, 214-885.-8793.
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Louisiana

Qffice of Environmental Justics, Tribal and International Affalrs

LDER Visit and EJSCREEN Training: On Thursday, October 12, 2017, OEJTIA staff
altendad an introductory maating with Denise Barmett, Depuly Secretary, Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality and thelr executive staff in Baton Rouge, LA regarding
the Region 8§ EJ Program and partnering on future projects. In addition, GEJTIA staff provided
EJSCREEN Training fo LDEQ s permitting staff and managers., LDEQ will explore ways they
zan uss the seresning and mapping tool in parmifting and other actions as part of the state’s
approach o BJ related issues. Overall, LDEQ wanted to know what the sxpectations are in
refalion to using EJSCREEN. Contacts: Gloria Vaughn 214-885-7535; and Charlotte Runnels
214-665-6442.

Enforcement Division

New Orleans fo Venice Hurricane Prolection Project: On August 28, 2017, EPA lssued a
commaent lafter to the U8, Depanment of Army Corps of Enginesrs’ in responss to the Draft
Environmental Assessment for the New Orleans o Venice Hurricane Protection Project, which
is located in Plaguemines Parish, Louisiana. The proposed project analyzes the impacts
associatad with the acquisition of additional right-of-way for lavess. EPA suggested
recommendations regarding clarification of anticipated projectalternative souwrces of aiy
poliution, best management practices be implemented in order {o reducs polential short-term
air quality impacts associated with construction activities, and conduct activities in accordance
with applicabls local, state and federal stalides and regulations. Contact Kimeka Price, 214-
8857438,

RMuttimedia Divizsion

2011 Cooperative Agreement Meeting between ERA, LDEQ, and Dow Chemical in
Flaguemine, Loulsiana: EPA and LDEQ met with Dow Chemical on December 1, 2017, 1o
dizscuss the 2011 Cooperative Agreement for (ff-Site Munitored MNatural Attenuation (MNA) of
the Plaguemine Aguifer. Discussions centered around the Addendurm approved by LDEQ and
EPA in Oclober for the second S-vear monitoring interval of the MNA Remedy for the low levels
of vinyt chioride in the Flaguemineg Aguifer near Plaguemineg, Louisiana. The nat S-year raview
will be conducted in 2022, with the expectation that the remedy will be al, or near, completion
by than, Contact: Gregory Lysay, 214-865-8317.

Superfund Division

Bayou Sormel Superfund Site ~ Site Inspection: On December 12, 2017, EPA, In
zoordination with the Louisiana Departmant of Environmental Quality and the Bayou Sarrel
Steering Committee Chalrman, conducted a Site inspection at the Bayou Sorrel Sits in [berville
Farish, Loulsiana. The Site inspection is being conducted as part of the Five-Year Review
process for the sbdh Five-Year Review for the Site. No significant issues were identified.
Contact: Jfohn Meyer, 214-885-8742.
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Water Quality Division

$91 Miflion DWSRF Award to Louisiana Department of Health: The SRF and Projects
Saction completed thelr FFY 2017 award to the Louisiana Drinking Walsr State Revobiing
Fund (IWSRF) program on August 1, 2017, This capitalization grant will be used o ensure
that Loulsiana cltizens are provided safe and clean drinking water. Tha $11,288,000 will be
allocated towards W infrastructure improvemants including Disadvantaged Communilies, and
Small Systerms. The DWERF award also provides “set-aside’ funds which support a significant
part of the State’s drinking water program. Gontact: Ruben Camacho, 214-665-754%,

Lowisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry Awarded CWA 38 Grant: On August
23, 2017 staff from the State and Tribal Programs Section awarded $1,956,000 in faderal grant
funding fo the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF} for assistancs in the
implementation of the Louisiana Monpoint Source Management Plan, which is designed o
meet the goals of the Clean Water Act, Section 318, Funding of this cooperative agreement
through LDAF will suppont a variety of projects and will help to address water guality problems
throughout Loulsiana. Contacts: Anthory Sullice, 214-885-8580; and Melissa Benfer, 214-665-
8423,

ED_004042_00002035-00007



Pg. [ Page # [ STYLEREF "Heading 17
0#]

e 68 Eﬂamrws 66

2%

New Mexico

Qffice of Environmental Justics, Tribal and International Affalrs

M EJ Collaborative Meeling, Sep 28, 2017 Valle De Oro Refuge hosted the NM EJ
Collaborative maating. Members of the Mountain View Neighborhood assodiation gave a
presentation on the issues they are facing in addition to a presentation on the NEJAC Council
by Richard Moore. Friends of the Valle de Oro gave an update on acthdties planned for their
Sth year anniversary spacial schedulad for Sat Sept 30th. Extensive discussion was held
batween Oty of Alhuquarqus Alr Quality steff and Mountain view residents. The 2017 NM EJ
Collaborative action plan was discussed with suggested action Hems to be added to the 2018
Nt EJ Collaborative Action plan. Disaster praparedness was a major issue brought up in rural
communities such as Wagon Mound and Mountain View. Contact: Debra Tellez, 214-865-
5229, and Gloria YVaughn, 214-885-7535.

ity of Albuguergue Envirornmental Health Department Air Coalition Mesting: On
November 1, OEJTIA staff attended the Albuguaergus Alr Quality Coalition mesting. The
stakeholdsr coalition meeting included representatives from the San Jose Neighborhood
Association, Foothills Nelghborhood Association, Central & Bridge neighborhood, and the
Martinez Neighborhood, Bemalillo County Commissionear District 3 Maggie Hart Stebbins as
well as a fow Alr Quality Board members, A brief listening session to discuss Alr Quality
Experiences as well as a demonsiralion of thelr new Enforcement Technology GE300 FLIR
infrared camera. The coaliion came o agreement on a demonstration by the Albuguerque
Emvirenmental Health staff's process for reviewing alr permit applications and associated data
at the next air coaliion meeting on Fabruary 1, 2018, Contact: Debya Tellez, 214-885.5229.

Enforcement Division

Undates?

Bultimedia Division

RORA End of Year Review of the New Mexico Environment Department: On September
14, EPA Region § conducted the RORA grant and overall programmatic end of year review
with the New Meodeo Environment Department RCRA Program managers via conferancs call.
The state's hazardous waste program is opsrating well and no major issuss were noted were
anticipated. Contact: Maurize Hill, 21486858523,

FY17 Lead Based Paint State Authorization, New Mexico Dept. of Health: The lead based
paint program funded the New Madeo Depariment of Health with 850,000 dollars of STAG
funding fo study applying for authorization to run the lsad programs. This would be to adopt
both the 402 {abatement) & Renovvate, Rapair & Paint (RRP) programs. This is the first vear of
the exploratory funding for New Mexico. Confach: Mikeal Adams, 214-885-8711.
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Superfund Division

South Valley Superfund Site, Albugusrgue, NM: On Apnit 7, 2017, Genaral Electric (GE}
reguesied that EPA commence delisting Operable Units 2 and 5 at the South Valley Site, from
the Nationa! Priorities List (NFL)Y, BFA Region 8 sent a letler {o the New Mexddco Environment
Department (NMED) on June 5, 2017, requesting NMED irform EPA Region 8 whether or nol it
concurrad with GE's request to delist Operable Units 2 and 3 at the South Vallay Site, as well
as EP&’s proposal fo delist Opsrable Unit 1. On August 7, 2017, NMED informed EPA that
NMED is ransmitting a lefter indicating thet NMED concurs with GE's request and EPA’s
proposal to commence delisting procedures for Operable Units 1, 2, and &, Upon receipt of
MMEDs delisting concurrence lelter, EPA Region 8 will commence delisting procedures. This
delisting event will only ba a partial delisting of the site from the NPL since activities under
Operable Units 3, 4, and 8 are still on going at the South Vallay Site. Contact: John Maver,
214-685-6742.

Chevron Questa Mine Superfund Site: On September 22, 2017, the EPA Region €
Superfund program proudly recognized several Chevron Questa Mine Superfund Sits Eagle
Rock Lake project stakeholders with the EPA Region 8 Greenovalions Award at an event held
along the shores of beautiful Eagle Rock Lake in Questa, New Mexico. The Region 8
Greenovations Award recognizes the outstanding schievements of individuals and
organizations whose lsadership signifies "above and beyoend” performancs by maximizing
emvironmental cutcomss and minimizing environmental impacts through greener cleanups,
sustainahility and reuse initistives. The Gresnovations Awards for the Eagls Rock Lake project
were presented to Chevron Environmental Management Company, U8, Forest Service, New
Mexico Department of Fish and Game, Village of Guesta, and Chewron project confractors
Arcadis and ENTACT. The EPA Supsrfund program, the New Mexico Environment Department
and thase stakeholders worked collaboratively to identify long tarm, innovative enhancemants
for the lake cleanup and restoration. EPA Region 8 coordinated with the Village of Guesta,
Chavron Mining and other stats and fedaral stakeholders to host this Gresnovations Award
Event for the Eagle Rock Lake project. Contact: John Meyer, 214-685-6742.

Las Cruces Brownfields Webinar The Las Cruces Brownfislds Webinar, schaduled on
December 13, 2017, was the first offort {o educate and engage City of Las Cruces staff about
Brownfields basics and the potential impact of Brownfislds assistance and revitalization. The
secend Las Grucaes Brownfields Wabinar will be held for panties/entitias in the Las Cruces arsa
in January 2018, Both webinars will lead up fo a 1-day Brownfields Workshop held in Las
Cruces in February 2018, Kansas Stats University - Technical Assistanze to Brownfields
Community (KSLETAR), New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and New Mexico
Ecunomic Development Departmant (NMEDD), City of Las Cruces Sustainability Office, and
EPA Region 6 are coordinating webinars and workshop, Contact: Anthony Talton, 214-665-
7208

Gathup W ERa
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Water Guality Division

Region § Community Selected to Receive Technical Assistance: On Decomber 15, 2017,
ERA's Office of Sustainable Communities (D8} informed Region § of the seleclion of the
Explora Science Center & Children's Museum of Albuqguergus, NM o recebve technical
assistanze in 2018 via EPA’'s Buillding Blocks program. EPA's O8C has parinered with the
institute of Museumn and Library Studies (MLS) to offer Building Blocks technical assistance
workshops to four of the 12 communities selected by IMLS {0 recelve grants via their
Community Catalyst grant inftiative. The Explora Scisnce Center & Children's Museum
{Explora) will partner with the New Mexico State Library, Central Mew Mexico Commuunity
College, the University of New Mexico Carifieo Toy Lending Library, the Mew Mexico Public
Broadeasting Station, and the Bernalillo County Early Childhood Accountability Partnership to
create and support STEM Charging Stations for Young Children & Families io address the
achisvement gap betwaan the community’s low-income children and their more economically
advantaged peers. Contact: Suzanna Persa, 214-885.-7217.
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Oklahoma

Qffice of Environmental Justics, Tribal and International Affalrs

OEJTIA Visits ODEQ and The ARC Foundation: On August 28, 2017, GEJTIA visited with
leadership from the Environmental Complaints and Local Services Division of the ODEQ. The
meeting focused on the Oldahoma Collaborative Action Plan, existing and future parinerships
betwear CEJTIA and ODEQ, and ongoing activities related to EJ and Trikal communities in
Oldahoma. GEINA staff also met with £J Small Grant Grantes, The ARC Foundation, to
review thelr proposed project plans. Through their Oldahoma City Water Conservation and
Awareness Training Frogram, The ARC Foundation will train Oklahomans on affordable water
zonservation praclices for home use, as well as bring more awareness (o the state aboutthe
need to protect natural water resources. Contacts: Glorla Vaughn, 214-885-7835,; and Omart
Burrell, 214-685-3182.

Enforcement Division

Joint NPDES Qversight Inspections in Okishoma: Five Oldahoma NPDES Oversight
Compliance Evaluation inspactions: A member of the EPA Region & Municipal Water Team
completed five joint comprehensive compillance investigations (CED of Major Wastewater
Traatmant Plants (two industrial and thres munizipal) in the State of Ckiahoma with
Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) inspection officlals. These National Polhatant
Discharge and Elimination System (NPFDES) CEls ccourred from Monday November 13, o
Friday November 17, 2017, The Oklahoma state parinership and compliance monitoring
inspactions ware coordinaled with Mr. Jason Ma, ODEQ Stale Inspaction Coordinator at 405
FO2-8235. The broad goal is to prolect the nations surface walers and ensure this waler is
clean and safe. Comtact: Damon MeElroy, 214-885-7158,

Multimedia Division

Oklahoma Depantment of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) RURA End-of-Year {(EQY}
Review: On August 24, 2017, EPA Region 8 and ODEQ RCRA Program Managers and staff
conducted the RCRA grart and overall programmatic EQY Review, ODEQ's performance is
satisfactory with no major issues noted. Contact Sarah Perham, 214-883-2752,

End of Year Visit with ODAFF FY17: Pesticide Program Siaff conductad the FY2017 End of
Year Review with the Oldahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Foresatry (CDAFF) at
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their headguarters in Oklahoma Clly, OK on Novembaer 13-14, 2017, Sia¥f reviewed 28
inspection reporls in praparation for the meeting and met with ODAFF {o discuss Cerlifiad
Application Livense updales, dicamba issuss, enforcement reporting, Pesticides in Waler
program, and State Pasticlde Laboratory needs. The ODAFF recelved about 50 dicamba
complaints in 2017 for both soybean and cotton, with the majority related fo soybeans. ODAFF
is sel to meet next week (11/20-11/25) with stale groups such as Agricultural Retallers, Golton
Councit, Gklahoma State Unbvarsity (OSU) Extension, Farm Bureay, and OK Caltlamants
Association to work out a revised and updated applicator fraining strategy to enforce new tabel
requirements including wind speed and lemperature restrictions. Pesticide Program staff
received an irteractive four of ODAFFVs recently updated online licensing and registration
ayatam, Kelly Solutions. This system integrates certified applicator and producer astablishimant
license application/renewal, pasticide registration, and inspection/enforcement records, All of
these records will be viewable by ODAFF and EPA stalf in real time. The state has close o
15,000 active certified commercial applicators as well as almost 8,000 privats applicators; this
systerm will allow them all to renew andine in multiple categories, and keap track of Continuing
Education Credits {CEUs) by license calegory. Inspectors can keep track of credentials and
CEUs through the system as well, allowing EFA o keep track of inspector cases and
sredentials in real time. As of Novembar 1, 2017, Oldahoma government antities na longer
receive examplion for the certified applicator licensing fee. The QDAFF continuss o provide
axcallant work and no significant issuss were idantified during the review. Contact: Eric
Mystrom, 214-865-6752,

Buperfund Division

Tar Creek - Motion to Enter $15 Million Consent Decree: On Saptamber 28, 2017 the
Northern District of Oldahoma granted the U.S. Department of Justice’s (DOB) motion to enter
a consent decree worth $158,038,727 to EPA. The consent decree seftles the United States’
Comprehansive, Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liabilty Act ({CERCLA) claims
against the Doe Run Rasources Corporation, NL Industries, Ine, and the U8, Departmeant of
the Interior (D00, related fo the Tar Creek Suparfund Sile, Oltawa County, Cklahoma. The Site
is a forty-square mile area. H is contaminated with millions of tons of mine tallings {chat and
fine tadings) from lead and zine mining. ASARCO, LLC (PASARCO") had infervened in an
attempt to block the setflement. Tha United States had previously settlad its Tar Creek
CERCLA claims against ASARCO in bankruptey, ASARCO alleged that i had overpaid in the
2008 bankruptey setflement. The consent decree alse settles the State of Oklahoma's Site~
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related claims against Doe Run and NL, and DO, Under the consent decree, Dioe Run and NEL
will pay the State $287,000. Contact: Ben Banipal, 214.665.7324,

Bewsy High School Assessment, Dewey, OK: On November 3, 2017, EPA received an
NRC report that multiple fernale students at g High School located in Dewey, Oklahoma were
axperiancing seizure like symptoms and othar neursiogical effects due 1o unknown causes.
Water sampling conducted by the Gty of Dewey indicaled results consistent with background
levels. Additionally, Dewey Public School officials arvanged for the testing of mold and gas
leales which resulted in non-detects. On November 8, 2017 the Oldahoma Department of
Environmental Guality (ODEQ) requested assistance from EPA o assess the schoel for
potential contamination. On November 7, 2017, EPA QB0 and technical conlractors responded
o assist ODEQ with assessment of the school.

ERPA and START re-mobilized on Wednesday, November 15, 2017, fo Dewey, OK o assess
the Dewey Public Schools system at the request of the School Superintendant and the
Okdahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ)., DDEQ collentad water samples io
rurnt for heavy metals and volatile organic compounds. Based on recommendations from the
EPA Environmental Response Team, Superfund Technical Support Center, and RE
Taoxicologists, EPA ran eight-hour air sampling svents which were analyzed for volatile organic
compounds, semi-volatile organic compounds, palyeyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, and
pesticides. EPA also collected wipe samples o assess potential dermal exposure, which were
analyzed for pesticides and semi-volatile organic compounds. Al sample resulls wera
evaluatad by EPA Toxicologists who determinad that sampling results did not identify
contaminant levals that would account for the symploms baing axhibited by the Dewsey

studsnts. Through this assessment the EPA determined that the sampling results did not

identify chemicallfenvironmental contaminanis that would account for the symptoms

aexperiancad by the students. Thess results were communicated to the School District and
athar stakeholders ansuring that they possess accurats and useful information for decision
making.

Pawhuska MHigh School Emergency Response: On August 14, 2017, the Environmental
Protection Agency Region 8 (EPA} was nolified of the evacuation of the Pawhuska HS, dus io
high levels of a potentially explosive or harmful gas. EPA dispatched an Emergency Response
Team to conduct an assessment of the situation. EPA held daily conference calls with and
coordinated closely with an active work group, including the Osage Nation, State of Oklahoma
Energy & Environment, the Pawhuska Schoot District, Bursau of Indian Affairs, Siate Fire

ED_004042_00002035-00013
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Marshal, Oklahoma Office of Emergency Management, Oklzhoma Corporation Commission,
Cklahoma Water Resource Board and other Stakeholders on the assessmant. EPA conducted
air monitoring and air sampling to confirm indoor air levals wers below EPA scraening level for
hazardous chemicals. To address slevated levels of methane cccurring outside the school
from gaothermal wells EPA made recommaendations and even provided design oplions for an
emergancy ventilation systam. Construction of this system required the Csags Nation
Congress to reach an intergovernmental agresmant betwesn the Osage Nation and the State
of Okishoma. Once the agreement was reached, the emergency ventilation system was
completed on August 28, 2017, Additionally, 3 historic gas well located on the sofiball fisid
was plugged under the authority and jurisdiction of the Osage Minerals Council, with financial
assistance from the Oklahoma Office of Emergency Management.

EPA also participated in a public meeting, hosted by the Pawhuska Public Schools, in order fo
summariza the incident and response efforts, discuss plans to address the seeps at the
gacthermal well locations and ol and gas production wells, and address concerns posed by
loval residents.

On Gotober 2, 2017, at the request of the Pawhuska School Administration and other membears
of the workgroup (Osage Nation, Osage Mineral Council, Okiahoma Office of Enargy &
Environment, Oklahoma Corporation Commission, Oklahoma Waler Resource Board, Bureau
of indian Affairs, and the Okishoma Fire Marshall), the EPA team returnad 1o the site address
concerns expressad by school officials that potantially contaminated soil was leff on the softball
fiald following the plugging of the gas well. EPA conducied exdensive soll sampling across the
saitball Tield. Analytical rasults wers recaived and the results wers raviewad by an EPA
toxicologist. Analysis for meials, Volatile Organic Carbon (VOC), Semi-Volatile Organie
Carbons (SYOC), and Total Patroleum Hydrocarbons {TPH's) were not detected or were below
U.5. EPA Regional Screening Levels (RSL's). Additionally, the arsenic concentration range
was consistent with the arsenic background lavel in Oldahoma soll, confirming the soils af the
Pawhuska High School softball field are unlikely to cause harm to people utilizing this facility.

FE TSN

Enterprise Pipeline Spilh On Gote

bar 24, 2077, an EPA rasponss team respanded to what

was reporied 85 8 worst £as ge of 50,000 barels of cruds off from g 3G-inoh pipeline

wwned and cperated by Enterprise Frodustzs LB (R, v Cushing, OK. The spill ooourmed the

right befors and the report was based on the fotal capacity of the 13-mile pipeting

the informstion available af the Hime. The Lincoln Qounty Emergeney Management

reguasted assislance from EFPA vath alr monitoring dus o the proximity of the spilito a
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high ls
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B8 Tag
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v pipeline break. The OGO had
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Hora

Seaboard Foods, Guymon, Oldahomae &s g result of Clean Al &t section T12 {1} vind

identified during 2 March 30, 3015 inspaction, EFA reached a settlement with Seaboard Foods, - Conanented {ORS Y Samething seems

abourd opergtes 2 p i Suymen, Olkdahome and utiizes

antndrous ammonia in thelr eration process. The facllity had experlanced sevaral
accidernial releases of ammonia and EPA waniified several viclabions during two inspections at
g $111,880, with

srformance of 8

the fasility, EFA reached a seltfoment with Seaboard Foods ol
sard's

etflement was finab

7t Saat

approximately 362 884 of that amount coming

Supplam avnental Pro
27 As

Qkdshoma Fire Department a MHigh Preasure Bre

@ resuil of the settlemant, gca%’*oa*ﬁ Fooda will m&f(:has.\ and donate {o the Guymon,

athing Al Comprassor for ﬁiiiﬂg ba‘esthéng air
ge

cylinders used by the Guymen Fire Departmen

Y raapense a
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Texas

Qffice of Environmental Justics, Tribal and International Affalrs

Bandbranch - Technical Assistance for an Infrastructure Roadmap: On October 27, 2017,
the Sandbranch community received a TASC {Technical Assistance Services for Communities)
award of $43 449 to draft an infrastructure readmap to secure water, wastewater and solid
waste services, along with necessary housing modifications for the unincorporated communily
in Dallas County, Texas. The TASC confract was negotiated by OEJTIA and is being funded by
EPA's Office of Environmental Justice, Gontacts: Omart Burrall, 214-885-3182; and Paula
Flores-Gragg, 214-665-8123.

Texas Transportation Public Mesting: June - December 2017, OEJTIA attended Public
Meetings conductad by The Regional Transportation Council and North Central Texas Councll
of Govarnments (NCTCQG). These meatings encompass Mobility 2048, which is the region’s
long-range transportation master plan guiding the expenditure of federal and stats funds; as
well as the overall needs for North Ceniral Texas, which include the fransportation neads of
oider adulls, individuals with disahilities and individuals with lower inoomes. Several federal
furided projects adversely impact minorty and low incoms communities/poputations. Contact
Agatha Benjamin, 2148857292,

Enforcement Division

ECO-Bervices {Mouston, TX; and Baytown, TX): On August 24, 2017, the Region issued a
Consent Agreement and Final Order (CAFQ) to Eno-Services for violations of EFCRA Section
313 reporting requirements for toxic chemicals. Specifically, the Baytown facility falled o repont
carbon disulfide in 2012 and 2013 and the Houston facility falled fo report acrolein in 2014, Tha
violations were discovered from data showing discrepancies babween Toxic Release Inventory
and Risk Managament Plan reports. Information collected from EPCRA reporting requirements
supparts informead decision-making by industry, government, non-governmantal organizations,
and tha public, whils at the same time encouraging facilities to redune
emissions/poliution/wasts. The CAFD requires certification of compliance with reporting
requirements and mposes a penalty of $38 120, EPA directly implements the ERPCRA 313
program as it has not been delegatad {o the states. Contact: Mort Wakeland, 214-665-81186.

ERA Signs Administrative Order on Consent {AOC) with Hexion Inc., Deer Park, Texas:
On August 30, 2017, the Environmantad Protection Agency (EPA) Region & filed a Consant
Agreement and Final Order (CAFD) (o address injunctive activities related {o violations of
Section 112((1) of the Clean Alr Act by Hexion, Inc {Haxion) lecated in Deer Park, Texas.
Hexion's operator ignored an oxygen warning alarm and did not react to 3 surge of oxygen into
3 his-phenol acetone (BPA)Y storage silo that started a fire and substantially damaged the unit.
Hexion agreed to add acluated nitrogen purge valves to each of its seven BPA product silos fo
prevent a recccurrence. The new purge vabves will prevent wopgen from accunniating in the
sifos. Hexion was issued a penalty in the amount of $36,214. Contacts: Tony Robledo, 214-
885-8182; and Jaffrey Clay, 214-885-7287,
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Buttmedia Division

FY17 Region & Lead Bazed Paint and Children’s Health Program Poizon Prevention
Inftiative: Region 8 Laad Based Paint and Childrer’s Health Program provided $60,000 {o the
Fadiatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit (PEHU) at Texas Tech in El Paso o leverags
existing funding from EPA's Office of Children's Health Protection and ATSDT to address isad
poisoning prevention (Healthy Homes and Lead in Drinking Water) training to multiple
audiences in Texas and New Mexico. Training is scheduled o fake place in the first half of
FY18. Contacts: Paula Selser, 214-885-8683,; and Mikea! Adams, 214-885-8711.

Clean Harbor, Deer Park to receive Class-2 modification to handie Takata Airbags: Clean
Harbor, Deer Park facility applied and recelved a RURA permit mod to dispose Alrbags from
Eagle Pass, TX. The parmil mod entails installation and operation of a Shradder to handle
inflators in the airbags. The modification also exempls alrbags/inflators from Do explosive
materials classifications. Contach Hrushikesh Shah, 214-665-8457.

Superfund Division

Chemical Emergency Preparadness and Prevention, Dallas, TX: In January 2017, EPA
facilifated a meating with ocal officials, industry and community members o discuss the
nofification process for chemical releases near communities in the Houston Ship Channel,
which includes sastern Harris County. As a follovw-up fo that meeling, Emergency Management
Branch staff joined the Office of Environmental Justice and Tribal Affairs staff to facilitate a
conference call with local and State officials on August 4, 2017, The call continued the
conversation on nofification during chemical events. Discussaions included how o ensure
svaryone in the community is notified on a timely basis, they understand what actions are
being taken to protect the community, and what actions individuals should take. Contacts:
Craig Carroll, 214-865-2220, Glorta Yaughn, 214-885.7535.

Brine Service Company Superfund Site ~ Field Worlk: Starting the wesk of November 27,
2017, ERA, Texas Commission on Environmantal Quality (TCEQ), and the Natural Resource
Trustees (Trustees) started oversight of construction work at the Brine Service Company
Suparfund Site lncated in Corpus Christl, Texas. The patentially rasponsible party (PRP) group
contractors started construction of a clay/gectechnival liner cap in the East Ditch to address
hydrocarbon seeps in the ditch. Construction experienced delays due to a November 28, 2017,
discharge from Buckeye Refining located east and adjacent to the Site and from significant rain
Decamber 8-7, 2017 Additional seeps in the East Ditch were discovered on October 10, 2017,
The new sesps are north and close to the originally-identified seeps and about 80-feet to the
south through and past grand cans in the dilch. Contamination in the shallow ground water
was deferminad fo be the source of the hydrocarbon seeps the East Ditch. The original design
of the cap was lengthened to cover the new seap areas after hand-augering confirmed the
increased evient of the cap. Dap sonshuction s now evpecied fo be coropleted by December

15,2097, prior o the compdalion dale in the work plan of Decambier 31, 2017 Contact: John [ Commented [BORL Plaass prvise o sompistion totute.

Meyer, 214-865.5742. B

Gristmill Lans Meroury Response: EPA rasponded o arapost of g cury spiil at a

residence on Gristmill Lan Everman, Texas, on Seplembe 17, Elemental rowrowty i Commuanted [CRST Dity?
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Hurricane Harvey Dizaster Response: On August 25, 2017, Hurricane Harvey impacted the
Texas Coast as a Category 4 Hurricanas. EPA Region 8 immediately activatad their Regional
Emergency Operalions Center (REQC) and deployed personnel o begin coordinaling with the
Stats of Taxas on amargency rasponse aclivities. Tha Federal Emergency Managameant
Ageney FEMA) requested Emergency Support Function-10 (ESF-10) assistance for ol and
hazardous materials coordination at the Stale Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) and the
FEMA Regional Response Coordinalion Center (RRCC). On August 28, 2017, FEMA issued a
Mission Assignment to EPA Region 6, requesting ESF-10 assislance o the State of Texas in
support of assessment and response operations to actual or threatened hazardous materials
and oll releases/discharge under the Robert T, Stafford Disaster Relief and Emsrgency

Assistance Act,

EPA was ready, and rapidly responded o the State’s request for support with field cperations,
which included but was not limited to! identification and assessment of impacts to drinking
waler and waslewater critical infrastructure; assistance in the implemantation of the Response
Manager racking system, response o ofl and hazardous materials discharges/releases;
augmentation of parsonnel for responss aperations; aerial and ground assassmants o identify
and evaluate discharges/releases; collsction and disposal of accumulations of orphaned
containers; and assessmant of damages fo oilichemical facilities.
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EPA provided 10 water quality experts o augment the TCEG phone bank in Austin io conlact
water and waste water reatment faciliies in the impacted arsas to determine thelr opaerational
status. Basad on phone assessments, facilities wers targated for on-sita visits to assess the
facility’s ability to conduct operations.

EPA also provided 18 additional staff members to augment and integrate with TOEQ staff in
rapidy conducting on-site assessments al water and waste water systems in the Houslon area.
On-site assessments were conducted at drinking water and waste water treatment facilitiss,
Assistance teams in the fleld worked directly with system operators to expeadite gelting systems
back to operational status. The results of the assessments and phone interviews were shared
with the 1.3, Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for their infrastructure assessments and work.

EPA approved the request from the State of Texas to waive requirements for fuels in Texas, fo
help address the emergency circumstances in Texas from Hurricanes Harvey,  Additionally,
EPA provided three No Action Assurance (NAA) letters that were in effect thru Seplember 28,
2017, regarding provisions of the Claan Air Act relatad to storage tanks and tanker trucks, as
well as for the import of 255 power generators by the Yamaha Motor Corporation, U S.A.

(¥ amaha}, 1o be donaled for use in communilies impacted by Hurricanes Harvey and brma in
Texas and Florida, 1o assist in recovary efforts.

As part of the response, EPA established a Unifled Command between EPA, the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), the Texas General Land Office (TGLO), and
the U.S. Coast Guard (UJSCG). The command was supported by thrae geographic operationa]
branches based in Corpus Christl, Houston, and Port Arthur/Beaumont.  Other agencies
supporting the Unified Command includad the Texas National Guard, The 8t Civii Suppart
Team (CST), the Arkansas National Guard, the 815 C8T, the Okishoma Task Force 1, and the
Texas State Guard Enginsering Group.

ERA and TOEG received reports and citizen complaints of possible releases and spills of
hazardous materials and ofl throughout the hurricane damaged areas. Initially there were also
concems by EPA, TCEQ, and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) over potential
releases and damage to key infrastructure including large off and chemical facilities, drinking
waler and wasie waler faciliies, pipslines, refineries, Risk Managemant Plan facilities, and
Facility Response Flan olf storage faciliies. TCEQ requesied EPA to provide assistance to
assess these facilities for potential releases. EPA mobillized several national assets o
accomplish this task.
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Tha UL.S. EPA Airborne Speciral Photomstric Environmental Collaction Technology (ASPECT)
is an airborne platform equipped with special chemical and radiclogical sensors and Imagery
technologies. i detects chemicals while collesting asrial photos and videos for situational
awareness during an incident. The ASPECT flew 23 flights over 112 hours cavering miles of
pipelines, 134 Risk Management Plan faciliies, 458 drinking water plants and 105 waste water
plants in support of the Hurricane Harvey response from August 31 fo September 11, 2017,

EPA deployed two Trace Almospheric Gas Analyzer (TAGA) mobile laboratories, commonly
referred 1o as TAGA buses, {o assis! in response activilies as a resull of Hurricane Harvey.
Tha TAGA is seff-contained and is capable of real-lime manitoring of ouldeor air amissions.
The TAGA lab monitored the ambient air in the vicinity of approximately 25 facifiies and
adjacent naighborhoods in the impacted araas from September 5 1o September 20, 2017, The
facilities ranged over 321 miles and the TAGA coverad over 840 miles in conducting the air
monitoring.

EPA provided assistance to TCEQ and local emergency responders during a fire at the
Arkema chemical plant in Croshy, Texas. The EPA parficipated in the Unified Command for
the response, providing support fo the Crosby Volurteer Fire Departmant and the Harris
County Fire Marshal's Office during the avent that resultad in an evacuation of the surrounding
community. EPA collected downstream surface water runoff samples at four locations outside
the gvacuation zone and near residential areas. ASPECT was also instrumental in monitoring
and providing dala to amargency rasponders on the ground during the Arkema explosion and
fira. The Portable High-Throughput Imtegrated Laboratory ldentification System (PHILIS) s a
mobile laboratory that EPA also used o screen flocdwaters associated with the Arkema fire
aarly in the rasponse.

ERA, In coordination with TCEQ, TGLGO, and the USCG, eslablished joint teams and
operations (Unified Command) in Corpus Christt, Houston, and Beaumont, Texas {o assess,
collect, characterize, and dispose of orphan containers in the impacted areas. All actions wers
conducted in such a manner as fo aveid or minimize additional damags to the sensitive

environmenis.

EPA completed collection of orphan cortainers on September 21, 2017, About 280 containers,
including drums, cylinders, smaller containers, totes, and even above ground storages tanks
(ASTs) were recovered. TCEQ requested assistance in conducting fisld operations 1o remove
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and dispose of orphan drums and containers. Containers were characterized, bulked, and
transported for safe and proper disposal.

Additionally, EPA Communily Liaisons were deployed across the Murricane Harvey impacied
area fo provide federal and state guidance and best practices to thousands of individuals
dealing with potential hazards in damaged or lost homes. Joint EPA and TCEQ field
observation teams cbserved debris staging and landfill operations within the huricane
impacted counties to ensure best practices and program requirements were being met

Water Guality Division

Final Froject Report for the Brownsville Greening America’s Communities Technical
Assistance: On December 11, 2017, EPA's Office of Sustainable Communities provided the
City of Brownsville, Texas the final project repart for tachnizal assistancs received via EPA's
Greening America's Communilies {GAC) program. Brownsville was one of six communitiss
selectsd nationally to receive technical assistance in FY2017 through EPA's GAC program. As
reguesied in the CHy's letler of inferest o EPA, the final report contains conceptual schematic
design options for five sites o improve stormwaler management and public space along and in
the vicinity of International Bouwlevard. This report alse highlights current oity plans in
development in which the city may consider implementing one or moras the design options, and
idertifies polential financing sources and opportunities. Contach: Suzanna Peres, 214-685-
TRT.

Texas Maolecular Deer Park Sarvices {TMDPS) UIC Mo Migration Patition Reissuance
Final Approval: On December 13th the final approval for this relssuance was signed and
became effective. This reissuance extended the operational e of TMDP's two hazardous
wasts infection wells umil 12/31/30, added an addifional injection inferval, increased the
maximum alfowabls waste disposal volume, modified the waste stream specific gravity and
density rangs, and added additional hazardous waste codes. TMDFES operatas a commercial
hazardous wasle processing and disposal facility in Deer Park (Houston suburb) and uses their
v wialls to disposs of over 80 million gallons per vear of onsite and offsite generaled wasts.
TRMOPS plans to bagin drilling a new third disposal well in January 2018 and will submit a new
reissuance for this well's approval affer it is drilled and tested. Contact: Ken Johnson, 214-885-
8473,
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Region Wide Activities

Qffice of Environmental Justics, Tribal and International Affalrs

Environmental Justice {EJ) Collaborative &ction Plans: GEJTIA is coordinating the
updates of the Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas EJ Collaborative
Action Flans with communily stakeholdaers, Slate pariners, and Region & program staff.
Updatas that support the plan's key activities are requested on a semi-annual basis. The action
plans identify focus areas and key activities to be conducted over a two-year period to address
environmental concerns. They ara part of the overall Region 8 BJ Strategy of working with
partners {o expand EPA’s posilive impact within overburdened communities. Contact: Gloria
Vaughn, 214.665.7535.

.4 Regional Calls with Community Representatives: OEJTIA hosts guarterly conference
calls for all five states key community representatives. The agendas for these meetings include
updates on the EJ Collaborative Aclion Plans, EJ Screen, and upcoming national and regional
activities. The goal of the calls is to engage stekeholders, share information, angags in
meaningful discussions, and work collaboratively to address environmental issues. Contact:
Gloria Vaughn, 214-865-7535,

EJ State Calls with Community Representatives: OEJTIA holds regular calls with EJ
stakeholders in each Region 8 stale to balter share information, engage in maaningful
discussions, and work collaboratively to address anvironmental issuss, In addition, EPA staff
provides updates on relevant fopics including State EJ Collaborative Aclion Plans, EJ Grards,
NEPA projects, and the EJSCREEN tool. Contact: Glorla Vaughn, 214-885.7535,

NEPRA - EJ and Tribal Reviews: OEJTIA Is conducting Environmental Justice and Tribal
reviews of NEPA projects {o document potential impacts of federally funded or permitied
construction projects. As of December 2017, OEJTIA has recelved, analyzed and provided £J
and Tribal communts an over 50 Environmental Impast Statements (E13), Emvironmantal
Assessments (E4), and environmental lelters/document requests. These projects if
construsted soulkd affect over 300 communities and all the Tribes in Texas, Loulsiana,
Okighoma, New Mexico and Arkansas. Contact: Agatha Benjamin, 214-885-7282.

EJESCREEN Tool Prestigious National Award {(SAGY: In July 2017, CEJTIA Staffas a
member of the National EJSCOREEN Steering Commiltee was presented the prestiglous award,
the SAG Award from ESRIE BJSCREEN is EPA’s nationally acclaimed ermvironmental justice.

ED_004042_00002035-00024



Pg. [ Page # [ STYLEREF "Heading 17
0#]

e 68 Eﬂamrws 66

2%

Since s release to external Stakeholders, RJSCREEN has consistently ranked as one of
EPA’s most used lools available through the Agency wabsite with an average of 20,000 unigue
page viewed per month. It is regularly used by cther federal entities, Tribal, States, Local
Government, Nonprofit Organizations, Community Groups, Busineasas, Industry, and
Academia. Our recent EJSCREEN svaluation revealed that the uses of the fool range from
informing policy, strategic, and programmatic decisions to crafting culreach tools and
educational materials. Contact: Agathe Benjamin, 214-885.7282.

207 EJSCREEN Version Launched: On August 18, 2017 the Environmantal Protection
Agency launched s updated version of EISCREEN, an Environmental Justice Screening and
Mapping tool. QEJTIA stalf coordinated with the Programs EJ SCREEN Represantalives in the
notification of the tool update and Webinar trainings to all the EJSCREEN users in Region 8.
in addition, the States, States partners and Environmental Justice Stakeholders were all
notified via teleconference as well as electronically. OEJTIA is soliclling feedback from
EJSCREEN users to further enhance and expand the uses of the tool. The water indicators
were one of the significant changes made o the 2017 Version of the tool Contact: Agatha
Bernjamin, 214-885-7202

EPA& Announces 2317 EJ Small Srants: EPA announced nearly $1.2 million in compstitive
Environmental Justive Small Grants to 36 lvcab-based community and tribal crganizations on
Quotober 30, 2017, Region € recipients include the following: Arkansas Interfalth Power and
Light (Litlle Rock, AR); Pueblo of Sandia {(Sandia, NM); The ARC Foundation (Oklahoma Chy,
Q) and Teaching Responsible Earth Education (Mew Orisans, LAY, £EJ Small Grants provids
critical support to erganizations that ostherwise lack the funding and resourzes to addrass
environmental challanges in thelr community. QEITIA coordinates EJ Small Grants activities
for Ragion 8. For more on the 2017 recipients and their projects, go to [ HYPERLINK

"https v epa.govienvironmentaljustice/erwvironmental-justice-small-grants-programproject-
dascripions-2017" | Contacts: Omarl Burrell, 214-885-3162; Japhet Cruz-Diaz, 214-68635-31786;
and Tressa Tillman, 214-685.2261.

Hurricane MHarvey Coordination: OEJTIA coordinated with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency FEMA), the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TOEQ), the
Louiskana Department of Qualty (LDEQ), the Bureau of Indian Affairs Emergancy Management
(BiA EM) and EPA regional and HO programs on information sharing on Hurricane Harvey
impacts to regional EJ and tribal pariners. CEJTIA also conducted weekly update calls for EJ
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and tribal partners fo address community concems. Cortacts: Gloria Vaughn, 214-885.7535,;
and Randy Gae, 214-865-8355.

FY2OT Environmental Justice Grant Webinan OEJTIA staff hosied an Environmental
Justice Grant Webinar on November 18, 207, The purpose of the webinar was to 1) connect
current EJ grant reciplents with past recipients and community partners, 2) assist ail
sommunity stakeholders with stratagic planning for their communities, and 3) provide ganeral
project management and federal grant guidance, Staff from OEJTIA, 8MD, and the Office of
Emvironmerntal Justice at EPA Headouarters led presentations during the webinar, Topics
included Best Practices for EJ Grant Success; Development of Performance Measures,
Outcomes, and Cuiputs; Terms, Condiions and Administrative Requirements; and Carrying
Out Grant Activities. The EJ Small Grant program is designed to halp communitias undarstand
and address exposure o multipls srvironmental harms and risks. Contacts: Omarl Burrell,
214-885-3182; Charlofte Runnels, 214-385-5442; Tressa Tillman, 214-865-2381; and Gloria
Vaughn, 214.665.7535.

Environmental Education Grants: The purposs of the Environmental Education Local
Grants Program is to support locally-focused emvironmental education projscts that increase
public awareness and knowledge aboul environmental and conservation issues and provide
the skills that participants in 85 funded projects nesd {o make informed decisions and take
responsible actions toward the ervironment. The total funding for the competitive opportunity in
Region & is up fo $300,000. The 2018 Ervironmental Education RFP for Region € is expecied
to be announced in January 2018, OEJTIA expects to award three or four grants for no less
than $50.000, and no more than $100,000 each. Contact: Paula Flores-Gragg, 214-685-8123.

Enforcement Division

Department of Justice and EPA& Enter into Settfement with Harcros Chemicals to
fmprove its Accident Prevention and Protection Measures: On July 31, 2017, the US.
Department of Justice and the U8, Ervironmental Protection Agency (EPA} lodged a consent
dacrae in the matter of Haroros Chemicals Ine. ("MHareros®). Hareros Chemicals Ine, enlered
into @ proposed agreement fo seftle claims that Harcros vielated provisions of the Clean Alr Act
{CAA) aimed af praventing accidental releases of chamicals that can have serious
consaedquences for public health, safety and the erwironment. Under the proposed agraement,
Harcros will assure that §s accident prevention program complies with all applicable
requirements. Headquartered in Kansas City, Kan., Harcros maintaing and operates 31
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facilities in 19 states that manufacture, blend, repackage, and distribule a wide variely of
sommercial chemicals, including exdremely hazardous substances. Bight of thase facilities are
located in EPA Region VI, This proposed agresment will improve chemical safely and minimize
the risk of accidental releases at Harcros’ faciliies nationwide. Under the proposed setilement,
Harcros will audit 28 of its facilties to identify and correct any potertial viclalions of its risk
managament program and comphy with CAA requirements that faciliies adequalely assess
hazards, undentake measuras fo pravent accidents, and be prapared to effectively address
sueh aceidents when thay do ocour. MHarcros will corract any violations identified in the audits
according o a schedule setf forth in the agreement. The saftlement agreement also requires
Harcros to pay a $850,000 penalty. Contacts: Jacob Gallegos, 214-865-8788; and Justin
MeDowsl, 214-865-8857.

Compliance Assurance and Enforcement Division E-Repository and ECHO Connection:
The pilot project to make documents housed in the Division's ERepository svailable in ECHD s
successful. The public san now search for reposiiory documents in ECHOD using the ICIS
Enforcement Mumber, FRS D, Program 1D, or date. Now the ECHO search can not only
provide information on the case, but the public can view the related document {e.g.,
enforcement action) as well. Discussions are ongoing with HQ on using the CAED E-
Repository as a National Application for all regions to use o post thelr documents. Contact:
Larry Koss, 214-885-8533.

BMultimedia Division

Approval of 2017 Annual Alr Monitoring Network Plans — Arkansas, Louisiana,
Oidahoma, Mew Mexico, Texas, and the City of Albuguergus: On October 3, 2017 and
Cuotober 5, the EPA RE approved with comments the 2017 Annual Alr Monitoring Metwork Plan
(ANPs) received from ADEQ, LDEGQ, ODEQ, NMED, TCEQ and the COA In July 2017, The
ERA RE found the plans to be consistent with requirements of the Clean Air Act {CAA},
including operation of the ambient alr monitoring network in accordance with 40 CFR Part 58,
maintenance of its ambient alr monitoring network in accordance with the quality assurance
requirements of 40 OFR Part 58, Appendix &, design of the nelwork in accordance with
Appendix [, and selection of site locations in accordancs with the requirements of Appendix £

Thesae monftoring network plans ware evaluatad for ambient air monitering requirements for
measuremerts of ozone (OF), carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxide (NO}, total reactive
nitrogen (NOy) sulfur dicxide (SO, lead (Pb), particulate malter of 10 micrometars (PM10),
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particulate matter of 2.5 micromelers or less (PM2.5), and specizled PM2.5. As required, each

Ajr Monitoring Agency made its Plan available for public inspection for 30 days prior fo
submission, and also shared all comments receivad with EPA. The EPA RS respondad fo each
of the ANPs in less than 120 days of receipt. Contact: Ellen Bealk, 214-865-2184,

Pesticide Spray Drift Incident Data Project: The Stale Lead Agencies (ELAS) are now
providing data for FY 2016, The baseline comparizon for the project was set using data from
2013 and 2014, The projact is focused on the elements of incident investigated; drift confirmad;
method of application; Drift Reduction Technology (ORT) used, if avallable; type of applicator
license; and enforcement response if applicable. The goal of the project is to assist the Office
of Peslicide Programs (OPP} in assessing the success of the voluntary DRT Program. The
program encourages the identification and use of pesticide spray application technologies or
DRTs verifled to reduce spray drifl. Such DRTs may include spray nozzles, shrouds and
shislds and drift-reducing adjiuvant chemicals used for aerial or ground boom applications o
row and field crops. Completion of the project fulfills an ACS commitment for the regional
pesticide program. Contact Gerardo Acosta, 214-885-8042.

FY17 integrated Pest Management: In FY17, SMM-XF conductad § separate IPM and
integrated vector management activities. These wholesale focused oulreach events wers
altendad by 211 madical and envirenmantal haalth professionals, industry,
federal’statetribaliocal agency staff, and associated professional organization members from
across the region. Key subject coverad during these outrsach events included Zika, integrated
vector maragement (mosquitoes), faderal centification and training in Indian Country, bed bug
miligation, and other urban pest issuss. BMM-XP also conducted two site visits to mosguito
contro districts outsida the region (Keys Mosguite Controf District, Key Waest, Florida &
Consolidated Mosguito Abatement District, Fresno, Calffornia) to gather information that will
assist RE develop strategles for collaborating and consulling with mosquito control
districts/programs, state and local agencies, and the public on mosquite and sther vector
issuns. Contact: Kennath MePherson, 214-8685-8754,

Superfund Division
Updates?

O Spill Prevention & Preparedness Program: In fiscal yeor 2017, EPA Regon &
conducted 175 Spill Pravention Qontred & Countermessurs inspections; 48 Faciifty Response

s

Plan inspactions; § Government Infilated Unannouncsd Exarcizes and parlicipated in 12
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compliancs seistanceioutreach avents. Pagion 8 targetsd mulliple Inspections in aress

Rrowr 1o havs ran i Derpus Ch TX, Heuston, TX and Os:

County, OF increass off spilf prevention efferts around B4 commurnibes. The inspection

activiias In FY1? resullad i the nfflation of 48 ¢ oh were i the

reement cases, 15 of wi

copmunitias listed above, FY17 inspections resulted in more than §300,300 in proposed
penailies and more than 3150000 worth of

sncitures to b

g the faciliffes in to compHance.

FY17 Risk Managemant Program: During the 2017 fiscal vear fve non-Tile V

were priovitized for inapections unds

w Claan Ay Aot Riak Mafmgement Program. Thess

included faciiities prioriized as high-risk where significant popuigtions may be impasted by g

ar mcident af the faciilty, or where the faciity has had a pravious aocident

E:‘}\ﬁ:&iving an RP coverad oy wiions in

wal in addition, Raglon 8 targeted multiple |

araas koown o have BJ concerns, such as i the Corpus Christ ares increas

wategorkes which §

as provessiag and fe Lring indua

Ve asais ie(ﬁ the regulated oo ¥ i mmmmg

whare vinlalions were identifisd. Thus far BFA has iden

resuiting it penalties n axsess of §7 3

FY-17 Local Emergency Planning Committee Activities: EFA has hos
for the Logal Emergenoy Planning Commitless soress the Region, The purpose of the

wehinars is o support the LEPGS by providing iraining on fopies sush a3 Faniiity Release

Feponing and the Local Govemnmen! Rembursement Program. The wars are held

B ovar SO0 LEPC aorass the

rronthly and reach a sigrificant numbe
Ragion. In addition,
LEPCs, Tribes, o8 and other stakeholders,

of paricipants

EFA produses and distributes ¢ quartsrly LEPC Updsate rewsiefier to

Water Quaality Division

Updiates?
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Office Information

SEPA

United States
Environ
Agevy
Office of Environmental Justice, Tribal and International Affairs (OEJTIA)
1445 Ross Avenus, Suite 1200
Dallas, Texas 75202
800-887-6063
[ HY PERLINK "hitpifwww . epa . govienvironmenfaljustice” |

t Pratection

QEJTIA Directnr: Arture Blanco
OEJTIA Deputy Directon: Rhonda Smith
£.4 Program Associate Director: Gloria Vaughn

EJ Program Staff: Agatha Benjamin, Omarl Burrall, Japhet CGruz-Diaz, Paula Flores-Gregg,
Charlotte Runnels, Debra Tellez, Tressa Tillman
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